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History of the Spring Grove Patriotic Buntings
n 1996, several years before the establishment of the
Friends of the Cemetery, the Medina City Cemetery
Commission decided to recreate the Memorial Day
patriotic buntings as seen in old photographs taken at
Spring Grove Cemetery circa 1890’s. Cynthia Szunyog had asked
the Medina County Historical Society to look for old photographs
of the cemetery and the Cemetery Commission was thrilled
when several photographs of the Spring Grove Entry Gate and the
Soldiers’ Monument were found and lent to be copied. With no
funds, and after much brainstorming, leg work, and phone calls,
Joe Walker, the City Service Director at the time and member of
the Cemetery Commission, came up with $360 to purchase red,
white and blue sailcloth. Several ladies, among them experienced

seamstresses Betty Trump, Laura Handy, and Margaret Beckwith,
along with Teresa Merkle, Cynthia Szunyog, Janis Zachman and
Virginia Jeandrevin, met in the Medina Church of Christ’s basement
to prepare the cloth for sewing. The preparation was no easy task
as the bunting for the Entry Gate measured 60’ X 10’ and the one
for the Soldier measured 50’ X 5’ feet! After the massive lengths
of material were stripped and pinned for sewing, Hal Miley, a local
upholsterer, graciously agreed to do the sewing on his industrial
upholstery machine. Once the buntings for the Entry Gate and the
Soldiers’ Monument were sewn, how to hang them became our
next hurdle. The City’s bucket truck would do the job of
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getting the bunting up on to the
entry gate, but we had to figure
out how to hang it without drilling
into the stone of the structure. It
was decided the only way to do
this was to use ropes to hang it.
Janis Zachman hand-sewed loops
all along the 60’ top hem of the
bunting to accommodate carabiner
clips that provide the channel
a rope can be run through. The
1890‘s Entry Gate
bunting was then anchored in place by tying the
ropes around the structure’s cap stones. To create
a drapery valance effect, gussets or pleats also had
to be sewn into the bunting. Janis accomplished
that task on her grandmother’s 1941 Singer sewing
machine. Jim Cook brought his ladders and climbed
to the top of the gate to help with the effort while
folks below, using the old photographs as a guide,
directed the draping of the bunting so it would
look exactly like it did in the 1890’s. The hanging
of the Soldier’s bunting was yet another challenge.
Jim Cook, along with his crew, volunteered to make
the ascent up to the soldier’s shoulders and, with
direction from spectators below, did a beautiful job
Hanging the bunting in 1996
draping our 24’ Soldiers’ Monument just as it
looked in the old pictures. Two years later, a photo of Jim’s helpers, Nate Simpson and Ryan
O’Callaghan, on ladders draping the soldier appeared on the front page of the Gazette. As the
1996 Memorial Day weekend came and went, we all felt great pride in what had been
accomplished, however, we are still left scratching our heads as to how in the world
those folks before the turn of the 20th century were able to get those huge
buntings made and hung without our modern-day conveniences (electric
sewing machines, bucket trucks, etc.)?
Editor’s Note – Interesting Facts:
The 1996 buntings are still in use today, however, in the year 2000 they went
missing! After a frantic, and, unsuccessful search around the cemetery and City
Hall, Mayor Jim Roberts, who was always a staunch advocate and supporter of
our cemeteries, had replacement buntings professionally made and paid for by
the City just in time for the 2000 Memorial Day weekend. Those replacement
buntings continued to be used for a number of years until one day, not long ago,
Nino Piccoli, our current City Service Director, stumbled upon the original 1996
buntings tucked deep in a closet at City Hall. The 1996 buntings were put back
into service immediately.
The City continues to use the bucket truck to hang the entry gate bunting, but
nowadays the Medina City Fire Department uses their ladder truck to put up the
soldier’s drape. Sexton, James Hjort, has the whole procedure down to a science!
Photo of Nate Simpson and Ryan O’Callaghan as it appeared in the Medina Gazette.
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Memorial Day 2020
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Medina’s Memorial Day parade and
ceremony held at Spring Grove have been cancelled. To remember
and pay homage to our service members, local veterans’ groups
produced a video in early May that includes a “ceremony” at Spring

Grove. The video will run on Medina TV. Although it is sad that
we are not able to gather to honor our veterans as we have always
done, we appreciate the efforts of Dave Taylor and the other
veterans who had the foresight to prepare this video.

Historical Walk & FOC Annual Member’s Meeting
At the writing of this newsletter, it is uncertain as to what the
future holds as it pertains to public gatherings. With that in
mind, our annual historic walk in the cemetery that is normally
scheduled on the first Saturday in August and our annual Friends

members’ meeting usually scheduled the first Sunday in September
is on hold. If, indeed current circumstances change and we are able
to meet, we will send our members a postcard weeks in advance
of the two events and advertise both events on our website and
Facebook page.

Cleveland Public Square Soldier’s & Sailor’s Tour
We’ve had to cancel our May 30 bus trip to the Soldiers’ and
Sailors’ Monument at Public Square in Cleveland. We hope to offer

this trip sometime in the future.

Columbarium Wall Construction
The construction of the new columbarium wall is almost complete.
The wall is lovely and perfectly situated at the southeast corner
of the Letha E. House lake and Pat Mears Memorial Garden with
the backdrop of the grandiose Lowe obelisk monument. The City
of Medina has funded the project and its oversite. Sexton, James
Hjort, continues to compile a waiting list of niche buyers for the

new wall, so contact him at 330-722-9056 if you would like to
reserve a niche. The cost is $1,350 per niche in the top row, $1,250
per niche in the middle row and $1,150 per niche on the bottom
row. Opening and closing per each interment is $250. Niche face
engraving is actual cost determined by the monument company.
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Historical Structures Preservation
Perspectus, a Cleveland architectural firm specializing in
restoration, completed their assessment of our historic structures
at Spring Grove which included the 1892 Entry gate, 1884 Chapel,
1888 Civil War Soldiers’ Monument, and 1921 Mausoleum. With this
document in hand, the Friends will have the ability to prioritize
current maintenance issues. The preservation and maintenance of
these structures ranks high on the Friends’ priority list.

Spring Grove Arboretum

Eric Hinzman of Bartlett Tree Expert Company
surveys a tree in Section 4 at Spring Grove

In January, the Friends entered into a contract with Bartlett Tree Expert Company for $12,550
for a tree inventory and survey at Spring Grove Cemetery. Bartlett completed site work in April
and we eagerly await the final document. We have learned some preliminary information from
the survey that tells us that there are 613 trees at Spring Grove of which there are 68 species, 14
specimen trees and 53 feature trees. Specimen trees, according to Eric Hinzman of Bartlett Tree,
are “large trees that exhibit good structure and form for a particular species” and feature trees
are “particularly aesthetically pleasing, typically a larger tree with good form and structure set
off by itself.” Bartlett was quite impressed with the health, condition and diversity of our trees.
This is not surprising since the Friends have a 20+ year investment in the trees and plant
material at Spring Grove. As you visit the cemetery,
you may notice the tags that are now on each
of the 613 trees. As part of the inventory, the
trees were tagged with information to help
identify and, eventually, navigate with a
mobile device. Bartlett assures us that
the tags have a very superficial
impact on the tree itself and are
placed discreetly where they are
not quickly noticed. The documentation
of our tree collection through this
professional tree inventory and survey is
the first step in arboretum accreditation
at Spring Grove. The survey also includes
Bartlett’s ArborScope which is “a tree
management application using Google
Mapping” that provides tree record keeping,
data management, and mapping.
At its inception in 1884, Spring Grove was
designed after the Rural Cemetery
Movement as a garden cemetery. The
Friends mission has been and remains the
historic preservation, beautification and
maintenance of Spring Grove Cemetery
and Old Town Graveyard.
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FOC member Jim Cook repairs a single slate shingle on our
1884 Spring Grove Chapel that was dislodged during the severe
storm we had on April 7. FOC
member Dean Bowman assists
from the ground.
Thank you Jim & Dean!

Wadsworth Ohio’s Woodlawn
Cemetery Advocacy Group
Last summer Deb Holcomb contacted the Friends of the Cemetery for
advice on how to start a cemetery advocacy group for Wadsworth’s
historic Woodlawn Cemetery. Deb, having always had an interest in family
history and cemeteries, had been noticing that the Woodlawn cemetery
needed more care than the workers could provide. After being gifted a
book on cemeteries across the U.S. and world that included stories of
cemetery “friends” groups, Deb decided to start an advocacy group for
Woodlawn. Deb visited and toured Spring Grove with Teresa Merkle and
attended a Medina City Cemetery Commission as well as a Friends of
the Cemetery Trustees meeting, asking many questions and listening to
a lot of information and recommendations. After visits with Woodlawn’s
sexton, Wadsworth Mayor Robin Laubaugh, Robert Patrick, Wadsworth’s
Service Director, and approval from Woodlawn Cemetery’s Trustees, Deb
put out the call, via the Post Newspaper, the Medina County Gazette
(they did a front page article) and a local radio station interview, for any
interested Wadsworth residents to attend an organizational meeting at
the Wadsworth library. Her first meeting on November 7, 2019 brought
out 15 attendees. In December, the group elected officers, drew up bylaws and are in the process of obtaining 501c3 status! The newly elected
officers, along with Woodlawn Cemetery personnel, attended a cemetery
database informational meeting with our own Spring Grove Sexton, James
Hjort, in January to start work on improving Woodlawn’s current record
keeping. The group has continued to meet monthly and has recruited the
help of local Boy Scout troops to have a general spring clean-up while
maintaining social distancing. We wish the Wadsworth group our best
and have promised to be of support and encouragement to them. The
Friends are glad others in our community and, in fact, all over the world,
realize the importance of cemetery historic preservation, beautification
and maintenance. If there are others interested in starting an advocacy
group for your local cemetery, please contact Teresa Merkle, President of
Friends, at the number and/or email address listed on this newsletter.
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1918 Medina County and the Spanish Flu Pandemic
In late Spring and very early Summer 1918, Influenza made its
appearance in Medina County; there were large numbers of colds,
“le Grippe” (a common term for the flu at that time) and pneumonia.
Then just as quickly it had appeared, it disappeared and things
returned to normal.
It was Friday, October 11, 1918 that the first notice appeared in the
local newspapers that something was going on. The headlines
blared: “Taboo on all Public Meetings” Schools, Churches, Sunday
Schools, Picture Shows Closed. Epidemic Of Flu Responsible. Health
Officer Harding Takes Precautionary Measures Though There Are
Few Cases. Other Places Take Same Action.” The article stated that,
“The epidemic of influenza which has become so general all over the
country, particularly in the Army camps, has reached Medina County.”
Wadsworth and Seville had been closed in similar manner the
previous Monday, and on Thursday, Lafayette schools were closed. It
was recommended that children be kept in home as much as possible
and prevented from associating with others, especially those having
sickness in the family. People were warned to “avoid contact with
persons coming from other sections of the country where influenza
is known to be prevalent.”
Does all of this sound familiar? Think about it; there were no
hospitals like today, not that many doctors, no internet access for
information. Funerals were held at home; they had to be private
family only, although other mourners could stand outside.
There are no numbers as to how many Medina folks were sick that
year or the number of dead from the flu, but the most frequent

So brief the time

by Tom Hilberg

official cause of death was listed as “pneumonia.” The first death
in the county was reported to be Blake Myers of Spencer who also
suffered from tuberculosis. It was reported that Spencer and Hinckley
were badly afflicted. In Spencer, one of their two doctors, Dr. Charles
Stephan, fell victim. Miss Pauline Myers, sister of the first victim
also died. And the Postmaster and his family also became sick which
caused the Post Office to be closed.
During the third week of the outbreak, Medina Village lost Amos
W. Mamaw and Dr. Floyd E. Nichols, who died at his home on
East Washington Street. The good doctor had caught cold while
canvassing for the Fourth Liberty Loan drive the previous week. He
went home sick and the cold developed into influenza pneumonia.
Desperately ill for several days, he died October 23, 1918. He had
been a member of the Medina High class of 1910, attended Western
Reserve University in Cleveland for a year, then went to dental
college at the University of Michigan, graduating in 1914. He was in
practice with his father, Dr. Abner P. Nichols, in the Gazette Block.
He was also a Second Lieutenant in the Medina Home Guard.
Across Medina, the Gazette reporters were reporting on the sickness
and deaths from all corners of the County. On Friday, November 8,
1918, the Gazette reported that the ban on public gatherings would
be lifted the next day. Schools were to resume on Monday. On
November 11, the war ended and large crowds gathered to celebrate
Liberty Day; too many people lowered their guard. The next week
the flu flared again. Schools closed, along with churches and Sunday
schools. Just as we in 2020 celebrated Easter without church
gatherings, 1918 was the year without Christmas. Life didn’t start to
return to normal until after January 1, 1919.

by Teresa Merkle

Set between the sidewalk along
Route 18 and the cemetery
roadway lies a very narrow portion
of lawn known as Section 12. For
over 100 years in that section,
there’s been an unassuming little
gravestone, a lamb carved at its
center with the name of Evelyn
Ruth Butdorff and dates March 23, 1918 – October 31, 1918. With its
proximity so close to the walking path, I wonder how many times
over the past 100 years someone has walked by this little grave and
wondered who Evelyn Ruth Butdorf was, why she died so young,
and who she belonged to. For those of us who have lost children,
especially very young children, there is a real fear that your baby
might be forgotten over time, but every life has a story, no matter
how long it was lived. Resting in that little grave is one of the
innocents the 1918 global pandemic claimed. Spanish Flu as it was
called in 1918 was no respecter of persons, however the elderly
and very young were particularly ravaged by its effect. Evelyn Ruth
Butdorff succumbed at just 7-months old on October 31, 1918 to
secondary pneumonia brought on by the Spanish flu virus. She had
been born in Medina on March 23, 1918 to John and Effie (Grissinger)
Butdorff joining older siblings, Helen Edith born in 1913, Ballard Otis
born in 1915 and Marcine Elizabeth born in 1916. Evelyn’s Medina
Gazette obituary states she died early Friday morning, October 31,
and a private service, conducted by Rev. Bryenton, was held at the

home, 735 South Court Street, at
2 pm the following day, Saturday,
November 1. Burial took place
following that 2 pm service in
Section 12 at Spring Grove Cemetery.
(Coincidentally, Spring Grove burial
records indicate baby Evelyn’s burial
was the next one to follow Dr. Floyd
Nichols – see Tom Hilberg’s article
above.) The Gazette obituary goes
on to state that both Mr. and Mrs.
Butdorff and two of their other
three children were also ill, we
Evelyn Ruth Butdorff
presume with the flu. We wonder
if the parents were physically able to attend the burial of their
baby. We do know, however, that the rest of the family made a full
recovery and those three older children lived well into adulthood.
The Butdorffs went on to have three more children and eventually
moved from Medina to Wayne County in 1936. It is comforting to
know Evelyn was never forgotten by her family. We thank Janet
Ferguson, of Medina, for sharing the story of her aunt Evelyn
Butdorff for this article as well as the accompanying family picture.

Editor’s Note: Spring Grove interment records indicate a spike in
burials during the height of the pandemic between mid-August 1918
and spring 1919 with recorded burials of 81 in an 8-month period.
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Friends of the Cemetery

Membership Listing - May 2020
620 Corporation ◊
Sherry S. Abell
Steve & Molly Adams
Manji Alderman
Robert & Shirley Alexander
Cynthia Allman
Charles & Margaret Anderson
Steve & Jane Anderson
Dr. Jack D. Arters ‡
Audrey E. Auman
Jim Bachtell
Betty Bagley
Dr. and Mrs. David Bagley ‡
Donald Baker
James & Paula Banks ‡
Skip & Janet Baran
Kathleen Barco
Alan Batchelder
Bill & Alice Batchelder
Bruce & Sally Bauer
David & Sheron Beard
Larry & Linda Beer
Carter Bennett
Elby A. Bennett ‡
John & Sheila Benson *
Scott & Pam Benson *
Peter & Sydney Sue Benson
Ruth Beshire
Carey & Karen Blair
Barbara Bohn
Dean Bowman
Sandy Brayer *
Mary Jane Brewer
Nancy Brintnall
David & Gloria Brown
David & Bea Bryenton
Sue Bryenton
John & Lisa Burke *
Edy Campbell
Reg Campbell
Don & Marilyn Canfield
Dr. Michael Carlson Family
Ron & Catherine Carmany
Elizabeth Streett Cassella ‡
Casto Family
Nancy Chizmar
Robyn D. Christen
Barbara Clark ‡
Linda Kovach Clark
John & Marianne Clevidence
Guyles Clifford *
Leland Codding
James & Maureen Cook ‡
Jane Corbus
John & Peggy Dague
Eric Daiber
Mike & Judy Davanzo
Homer C. Davis, Jr.
Judy Delahoyde

Dick & Joyce Dirham ‡
Pat Dohoda
Craig & Amy Douglass
Carole Drake
Sandra Miller Dudas
Robert & Patricia Farkas
Bob & Linda Fenn
Gary & Elaine Fernwood
Brian & Carole Feron
Audrey Filous
Vickie Fleming ‡
Fred Fri
Sandy Frommeyer
Leonard & Linda Frost
Sharon Fuller
Raymond & Maryellen Furse
Karen Gayner
Terry Gerspacher
David J. Gill ‡
John Gill ‡
Dr. Anthony Giovinazzo
Beth G. Girman
Jim & Nancy Gowe ‡
Gowe Leasing ◊
Christine Greene
Charles C. Griesinger ‡
Jerry & Sally Gunner
Virginia Hall
Debra Hallock ‡
Gary & Christine Hallock
Judy Hamer
Brian & Susan Rooy Harr
Barbara Harrington
Irwin (Bud) Herrle
Gary M. Hetrick ‡
Thomas Hilberg
Jack & Patricia Hofstetter
Giselle Hornsby
Bert & Carole Humpal
Diana M. Hunter
David & Joyce Hyde
Robert & Shirley Hyde
Terry E. Indoe
Roger & Sara Jane Ingraham
John & Virginia Jeandrevin ‡
Harold & JoAnn Johnson
Irene Johnson
Randi L. Jones
Jackie Kehnle ‡
Anna Marie Kelly
Bob & Betty Kiley ‡
Peter & Joann King
Mary Kay Klein
Richard & Joyce Komjati
Angie Kovacs
Diane Kreglow
Margaret Krupa ‡
Bill & Elaine Lamb
Ray & Madeline Laribee ‡

New Members since December 2019:

Dennis Leach
Janice Leatherman
Bob & Colleen Leedy ‡
Marliese Leggett
Dave & Pat Lehotan
Lila Lehrer
Linda Limpert
Traci A. Linn
A. Jean Lloyd
Deanne Longacre
Alfred & Diane Macino
Bob & Becky Marshall
Dr. & Mrs. H. Linn Mast *
Ann McClaning
Jim & Pat McDermott
Mary (Muffy) McDowell
Thomas W. & Kay McFadden ‡
Pat McIntire
Nancy McKee ‡
Lyle McQueeney
Charles & Teresa Merkle ‡
Billie L. Meyers
Nancy Mishler
Sylvia D. Mollohan
Don & Jane Moos
Pat Morgan
Janet Moxley ‡
Marie Nauth
Dottie Nemec
Kenneth Oleksiak
Sally Otterbacher
Mark & Sherry Overholt
Cindy Pallini *
Mary Jo Palmer
Judith L. Parish *
Alan Parkhurst
Cheryl Parzych
James & Annette Patneau ‡
Larry Peacock
Robert Pennington
William & Jane Pierce ‡
Mary Ann Ramey
Paulette Randall
Pat Rickard
Betty Riegger
Jane Riegger
Dean Riggenbach
Patricia S. Robertson
Robert Robson
George & Ruth Rodgers ‡
Cheryl Rohrbach *
John & Elisabeth Root
Brad & Kathryn Root
Charles & Patricia Ruflin
Janice Rusak
Rod & Sandy Sampsel
Ben & Jeayna Schmid
Fred & Jill Schubert
Jeb & Julie Schubert

Dorothy A. Seamon
Lucy Sekerka
Suzanne Sharpe
Jim Shields ‡
Becky Shotwell
Don & Edith Simmons
Stephanie Hobbs Simmons
Dennie & Phebe Simpson
Roger Smalley
Clayton & Judith Smith
Jeanne Smith
Margaret Thomas Snider
Andrea Spickler
Don & Alice Spickler
Nancy & Betsy Sprowls
Elizabeth Stadden
Linda Stekelenburg
Denise Steurer
Steve & Tena Strine
David & Denise Sturgess, Sr.
Darlene Suitor
Carol Szakovits
Chris & Chesney Szaniszlo ‡
Paul Szaniszlo ‡
Cynthia Szunyog
Alberta Taylor
Nan Tessendorf
Gary & Jayne Thompson
Karen Thorn
James & Jean Thornburg
Tomlinson Family
Mary R. Tucker
Gina Turner
Shannon M. Turney
Murray & Susan Van Epp ‡
John & Pat Van Hoose
Vereb Family
Ron & Maude Vorhees
Darrell & Carolyn Waite
Harold & Nanette Waite
Nancy Walczak
Lyle West ‡
John Wetzel
Jerry & Marsha Whitnable ‡
Hope Wilder ‡
Rob & Chris Wilder
Paul Wood
Peter & Patricia Wood ‡
Woolsteen/Willis Greene Family ‡
Rick & Kim Wuescher
Ross & Dolly Yowler
Jay & Janis Zachman ‡
Betty Zarney ‡
Steve Zetts ‡
* designates new member
‡ designates life-time member
◊ designates corporate member

New Lifetime Members since December 2019:
Barbara Clark
Jay & Janis Zachman

John & Sheila Benson John & Lisa Burke
Cindy Pallini
Scott & Pam Benson Guyles Clifford
Judith L. Parish
Sandy Brayer
Dr. & Mrs. H. Linn Mast Cheryl Rohrbach

Due to the pandemic, we’ve not been in the office regularly and have not sent out renewal notices to our members.
If it has been a while since you sent in your yearly membership gift, please consider doing so in the enclosed selfaddressed envelope. If you have not yet joined the Friends of the Cemetery, we’d love to have you become a part!
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FRIENDS
OF THE

CEMETERY

775 East Washington Street
Medina, Ohio 44256

Become a Friend of the Cemetery
“Show me the manner in which a nation or community cares for its dead and I will
measure with mathematical exactness the tender mercies of its people, their respect
for the law of the land, and their loyalty to high ideals.”
William Gladstone
Don’t forget to check us out on the web at:

www.friendsofmedinacemetery.org
Memberships are available as follows:
Senior
Individual
Family
Contributing

$10.00
$15.00
$25.00
$50.00

Supporting
Heritage
Lifetime
Corporate

$100.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1,000.00

Name

Phone

Address

Membership enclosed
Please return to:
Friends of the Cemetery • 775 East Washington Street • Medina, OH 44256
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