FRIENDS OF THE CEMETERY

By James Banks

More than one hundred years ago, in April 1917, when President Woodrow Wilson
asked Congress for a declaration of war “to make the world safe for democracy”
his plea had the urgency of a crusade. Astonishingly, several in Congress did not
think we would send troops “over there.”

We did send troops, two million. Charles Hewes Griesinger was one of more than
two dozen from Medina who served. “Chuck,” as he was known, had entered
Trinity College after graduation from Medina High School in 1916. He left college,
eager to volunteer as an ambulance driver. He wanted to join the Lakeside
Hospital unit of Cleveland, but they had met their quota. A friend
suggested he try the University of Michigan. After induction he was
sent to Camp Crane in Allentown, Pennsylvania for training. Young
Griesinger was assigned to SSU 62/591.%

He left Halifax on September 5, 1917 aboard the RMS Baltic
headed for England. General Pershing had sailed on the same
ship a few months earlier. Within sight of Liverpool a German
torpedo hit the ship. There was damage, requiring the ship to
be dry-docked. “It was an exciting few minutes,” he recalled
in an oral interview.* When his unit arrived at the French
port of Le Harve, the ambulances were waiting. However, they had‘to
be reassembled, still packed in crates. Griesinger, now twenty-years old,
was about to begln his adventure asa gentleman volunteer in the
ambulance corps. g
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According to the official history of Griesinger’s unit, they were initially assigned to the French

F"ends 4th Division and later transferred to the French 29th Division. It was with the 29th that he saw
of the heavy fighting north of Soissons. According to an oral interview, much of their driving was at night
complicated by blackouts. Poison gas was also a severe hazard, making driving without lights even
Cemetery more dangerous while wearing a gas mask. “It was the worst thing of the whole war,” Griesinger
775 East Washington Street recalled. In transporting the wounded he noted they could only carry four “hossies”on stretchers and
Medina, Ohio 44256 one “blesses” in the passenger seat.

www.friendsof medinacemetery.or,
i Griesinger’s unit remained after the armistice providing some “rehabilitation work” in northern France.

; ~ Toreach us: Two men in his group died and four were wounded. France awarded the unit the Croix de Guerre with
'"f°@§;'8r;‘izsl;og'gg]d'_"gfﬂ‘g;?y en two silver stars for courage. With “occupation” service completed, Chuck set sail for home on the
e i Great Northern, and was discharged on April 29, 1919.
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Board Meetings
First Thursday at 7 pm
FOC office
775 East Washington Street .
ConferencegRoom Memorlal Day 2017
Please call first. The Friends will have the Spring Grove chapel and mausoleum open on
Memorial Day, May 29, 2017, before, during and after the Memorial Day service.
Designed by

Please stop in.

Ron Bell/Advision Design

Friends Of The Cemetery Annual Meeting

Sunday, September 10, 2017 is the date set for the Friends of the Cemetery’s Annual Meeting.
It will be held in the Spring Grove Chapel at 2:00 p.m.
All members of the Friends are welcomed and encouraged to attend.
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Annual Historical Walk

This year’s walk will take place on Saturday, August 19, 2017 at 1:00
p.m. at Spring Grove Cemetery. We always look forward to this
event and have a great turnout each year. While leisurely strolling
through our historical cemetery, we stop here and there along the
way at gravesites to hear stories of Medina folks who have long
since passed. Often the presenters of these stories are ancestors of
the deceased and other presenters have done extensive research
into the lives of these individuals, but every presentation is

interesting and, often, fascinating with facts, family and folklore of
Medina and its bygone residents.

We hope you'll reserve this date on your calendar and join us!
The walk is doable for just about everybody - we've had folks in
wheelchairs attend. We use a portable loud speaker system so
everyone can hear what's being said and we provide cold bottled
water for everyone. The program is free and open to the public.
See you there!

Christmas Decorations

As is our custom, the Friends provided pine roping and red bows
for the Baby Section fencing, pine swags with red bows for the
mausoleum doors and pine wreaths with red bows for the chapel
doors and the Mears office building doors. This past holiday
season, however, the Friends decided to adorn the 1892 sandstone
entry gate with wreaths and red bows. We purchased one 48”
wreath for the center of the carriageway arch and two 36” wreaths
— one for each walkway arch. We did not want to compromise

the stone in any way, so long pieces of cable were attached to
each wreath and then once each wreath was hoisted into position,
the long cable was then looped around the stone structure

and fastened. It worked very well and the wreaths withstood
December’s snow and wind and, most importantly, our beautiful
entry gate stone has no nail or hook holes. The Friends thank
Sexton James Hjort and City employee, Tyler Strickland, for the
work they did on a very cold morning to get the wreaths hung and
for taking them down too.




The Friends are celebrating 20 years of existence this year! In

1997 the Medina City Cemetery Commission received $20,000
from the Letha E. House Foundation and $2,000 from the City of
Medina to have a Master Plan done for Spring Grove Cemetery.
One of the recommendations of this Plan was to establish a
501(c)3 organization whose mission would be to advocate for

the beautification, maintenance and historic preservation of the
two Medina City owned and operated cemeteries — Spring Grove
Cemetery and Old Town Graveyard. With that recommendation in
mind, Teresa Merkle and Cynthia Szunyog, members of the Medina
City Cemetery Commission at that time, sent out invitations to
many people to attend a start-up organizational
meeting at the Spring Grove chapel that same

year. There was a good turnout

that first day and many of those
folks who attended that first
meeting and agreed to help form
this new organization are still
members of the Friends today! None
of those who attended that start-up
meeting 20 years ago ever dreamed of
the future success this organization would
enjoy. We thank everyone who has worked so
hard and given of their time, talents and funds to
make the Friends of the Cemetery the thriving
organization it is today!

Old Town Graveyard Wrought Iron Fence Damaged

Unfortunately a motor vehicle accident occurred on February 26,
2017 at South Jefferson and East Liberty Street and the very old (no
one knows just how old) Old Town Graveyard wrought iron fence
was damaged significantly. The damaged section of fence was
transported by the City to Standard Welding where the bends and
twists, caused by the accident, were painstakingly straightened out
as well as could be done. The section has now been refurbished

and the City has plans to re-do the entire fence by removing
sections and transporting them to the garage, grinding off the rust
and repainting them. They hope to have the work

completed this summer.

-
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Mausoleum Gutters

The Friends of the Cemetery will fund the installation of gutters
on the Spring Grove mausoleum at a cost of $3,900. In 2013 when
we had the exterior walls of the mausoleum restored, the stone
mason suggested installing gutters to help prevent the splash-

off of rain water directly onto the exterior walls. This water has
caused discoloration over the years and is very difficult to remove
without using harsh chemicals or pressure. We have contracted
with Chippewa Roofing to do the work.

Spoil Pile Pole Building

The Friends have hired architect, Tony Cerny, to design a pole
building that will cover existing spoil piles behind the new Spring
Grove maintenance building. The pole building will be open

to the west and will require reinforced poles and anchoring to
withstand west winds. There will be vents in the back to allow

wind to proceed through. It will be approximately 44’ in width, 14’
high at the back and 20" high at the front to accommodate City
dump trucks. The exterior will be sided to match the maintenance
building and will provide a very nice finishing touch to the
cemetery maintenance facility.

Table for Chapel

The Friends have hired Eastwood Furniture, of Medina, to design
and build a new oak table for the chapel. This table will replace

an oak table the Friends had built several years ago for the chapel.
The original table proved to be too cumbersome when cemetery
staff had to move it to accommodate a full-size casket at the front

Tree Planting Project

Each year, the Friends of the Cemetery and the City of Medina cooperate on a tree planting
and/or tree maintenance project in the City cemeteries. This program has been on hold

the last two years while the City removed ash trees infested with Emerald Ash Borer.
Approximately 25 ash trees at Spring Grove were taken down this past fall. The Friends of

the Cemetery purchased 25 new trees to replace the ash trees and funded the installation

of them. The City’s plan is to diversify the species of trees being planted. The Friends
purchased eight Gingko Biloba, six Sunburst Honey Locust, five Ornamental Red Bud, and six =
White oak from Davis Tree Farm and have contracted with Greenskeepers Lawn Service &

Landscaping to do the installation.

v

of the chapel. The old table is now in use at the Friends office at
the Mears building. The new table is smaller and designed to hold
flowers, cremains and up to 60” caskets. It is 30" in height and is on
casters so that it will be much more easily moved off to the side
when full-size caskets are brought in.




Drone Pictures
These wonderful pictures were done by Miles Reed and his drone.
We are so happy to share these with you and thank Miles for
sharing his work with us. You may access the lovely video Miles

produced using his drone at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=)XzxF7rsymo&feature=you

tu.be
Dear friend and former FOC trustee, Helen Streett, passed away past August. Helen will be remembered for her kind, calm spirit
on April 14, 2017. Helen had been a trustee of the Friends board and wise counsel. We extend our condolences to Helen’s daughter,

for many years until, due to declining health, she resigned just this ~ son, grandchildren and host of friends.

Spring and Summer Planting Regulations

All monuments are permitted a seasonal planting area extending permitted. Only one (1) shepherd’s hook or one (1) potted plant is
no more than ten inches (10”) from the foundation on the burial permitted on a marker. Bulbs make a lovely display in the spring.
side of a monument. All decorations, ornaments and flowers You might consider planting them at your graves this fall.

must be installed within this area. No bushes or large plants are




MEMBERSHI LISTING - MAY 2017

620 Corporation ¢ Robert & Patricia Farkas Alfred & Diane Macino Steve & Tena Strine
Steve & Molly Adams Bob & Linda Fenn Ann McClaning Michael & Susan Sweet *
Charles & Margaret Anderson Gary & Elaine Fernwood Mary (Muffy) McDowell Carol Szakovits
Steve & Jane Anderson Audrey Filous Thomas W. & Kay McFadden 1 Paul & Susan Szaniszlo }
Audrey E. Auman Vickie Fleming Pat MclIntire Cynthia Szunyog
Jim Bachtell Wes & Lenore Florian Nancy McKee Alberta Taylor
Betty Bagley Fred Fri Lyle McQueeney Mr. & Mrs. Gary Thompson *
Dr. and Mrs. David Bagley 1 Friends of Westwood Cemetery * Charles & Teresa Merkle Joseph Thompson
Donald Baker Sandy Frommeyer Matthew Merkle & Katherine Hall James & Jean Thornburg
James & Paula Banks Sharon Fuller Gary & Rusty Mest * Ruth Tubbs
Kathleen Barco Raymond & Maryellen Furse Sylvia D. Mollohan Mary R. Tucker
Alan B. & Norma W. Batchelder ~ John Gill 1 Jane Moos Murray & Susan Van Epp 1
Bill & Alice Batchelder Jim & Nancy Gowe 1 Pat Morgan John & Pat Van Hoose
Larry & Linda Beer Charles C. Griesinger 1 Patrick & Sandra Naples Brian Vereb
Carter & Elizabeth Bennett Jerry & Sally Gunner Elwood & Doris Naragon Darrell & Carolyn Waite *
Elby A. Bennett 1 Hallock Family Hildy Navratil Harold & Nanette Waite
Peter & Sydney Sue Benson Ann Hamblen Emogene Neumann-Eriksson Ralph & Helen Waite
Ruth Beshire Judy Hamer Terry & Heidi Novak Nancy Walczak
Joseph & Kelly Blackburn Family ~ Barbara M. Harrington Kenneth Oleksiak Lyle West 1
Carey & Karen Blair Irwin (Bud) Herrle Sally Otterbacher John Wetzel
Elizabeth Batchelder Boring * Gary M. Hetrick 1 Alan Parkhurst Jerry & Marsha Whitnable t
Linda Bostwick Thomas Hilberg James & Annette Patneau 1 Don & Hope Wilder 1
Dean Bowman Jack & Patricia Hofstetter Robert Pennington Rob & Chris Wilder
Mary Jane Brewer Home Builders Realty, Inc. * William & Jane Pierce Paul Wood
Nancy Brintnall Bert & Carole Humpal Sandra Pilarski Rick & Kim Wuescher
David & Bea Bryenton Mrs. Howard Hunter Dorothy Piovano Ross & Dolly Yowler
Sue Bryenton Mr. & Mrs. David Hyde William A. Randall Jay & Janis Zachman
Edy Campbell Robert & Shirley Hyde Ed & Pat Rickard Betty Zarney 1
Reg Campbell Roger & Sara Jane Ingraham Betty Riegger Steve Zetts 1
Don & Marilyn Canfield John & Virginia Jeandrevin { Robert & Jane Riegger . '
Dr. Michael Carlson Harold & JoAnn Johnson Dean Riggenbach Daseatiorns iree Werrea ”'7
Ron & Catherine Carmany Irene Johnson Robert Robson Folere Htrectt
Casto Family Randi L. Jones George & Ruth Rodgers 1 homas & Judy Arters Family
Susan Chmelik Jackie Kehnle 1 John & Elisabeth Root Kevin Arters Family
Barbara Clark David Kellogg Charles & Patricia Ruflin Greg Arters Family
Mrs. John PH. Clark Bob & Betty Kiley 1 Janice Rusak Ruth Beshire
John & Marianne Clevidence Peter & Joann King Rod & Sandy Sampsel William & Jacqulyn Dunn
James & Maureen Cook Mary Kay Klein Fred & Jill Schubert Jerry Gunner
Jane Corbus Richard & Joyce Komjati Gale Schuckman Diane & Jonathan Kreglow
Joyce Craddock Margaret Krupa { Dorothy A. Seamon D.E. & .M. Logsdon
John & Peggy Dague Dennis & Bonnie Leach Lucy Sekerka Charles & Teresa Merkle
Robert Dague Bob & Colleen Leedy Jim Shields Betty Riegger
Mike &Judy Davanzo Marliese Leggett Kathryn Simmons Cheryl Riegger-Krugh
Homer C. Davis Dave & Pat Lehotan Clay & Judy Smith Anita L. Robertson-Szucs
Gary & Patricia DeHass Lila Lehrer Jeanne Smith Janis Zachman
Judy Delahoyde Linda Limpert Margaret Thomas Snider .
Dick & Joyce Dirham A. Jean Lloyd Nancy W. & Elizabeth Sprowls ¥ desygnates new member
Sandra Miller Dudas Christine Flowers LoGuidice Elizabeth Stadden 1 designates life-time member
Carole Dusbiber Deanne Longacre * Linda Stekelenburg ¢ designates corporate member
Nz Tlerssbers Nerw %m%%/m Nz Eo  Tlerssber
derece _@W 2076 derece _)JW'A?O/& derece & WQO/K:
Elizabeth Batchelder Boring  Gary & Rusty Mest David L. & Michaeleen Bagley 620 Corportion
Friends of Westwood Cemetery Michael & Susan Sweet Steve Zetts
Home Builders Realty, Inc. Mr. and Mrs. Gary Thompson
Deanne Longacre Darrell & Carolyn Waite

f you have not yet joined the Friends of the Cemetery, please do so today. For your convenience, we have provided a self-
addressed envelope in this newsletter. Our membership schedule is included on the envelope flap. If you have been a member in the
past, but do not see your name listed above, please take time today to renew your membership using the enclosed envelope.
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FRIENDS
OF THE

CEMETERY

775 East Washington Street
Medina, Ohio 44256

“Show me the manner in which a nation or conzmu;ztty cares for its dead and I will
measure with mathematical exactness the tender mercies of its people, their respect
for the law of the land, and their loyalty to lzzah ideals.”

William Gladstone

Don't forget to check us out on the web at: www.friendsofmedinacemetery.org

Memberships are available as follows:

Senior___ $10.00 Supporting____ $100.00

Individual _ $15.00 Heritage . $250.00

Family _ $25.00 Lifetime _ $500.00
Contributing_ $50.00 Corporate _ $1,000.00

Name Phone
Address

Membership enclosed

Please return to:
Friends of the Cemetery * 775 East Washington Street ¢ Medina, OH 44256
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